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Context and Highlights

This year we continued our work around enhancing the literacy and numeracy in our nature based curriculum and Reggio
Emilia Philosophy. We set up an area that was actively programmed for and resourced with natural and commercial
materials called our Numeracy area where we deliberately placed materials that we sourced and developed that would
engage and extend the children’s knowledge and skills in numeracy. We found that this offered the children a quiet corner
in the centre that the children were continually engaged in a broad range of activities that allowed the children to sort,
classify, measure, count and further developed their skills. It became a favourite area for some of our boys to develop and
fine tune their knowledge successfully. This gave us a focus where we could reflect on their learning and knowledge and
to be able to assess where they were on the Numeracy Continuum.

We further developed our focus on Literacy by trying to make it more visible in our programming with the children actively
using literacy on their learning in both the outdoor and indoor environment. The children were always offered a wide range
of different tools to enable them to do this. We found that the children by fourth term were always keen to make their own
books, write stories, make signs and maps and expanding their knowledge and understandings of print and how we use it.
We continued to work with the children on the elements of Executive function working on strategies for the children to
develop their skills in areas of impulse control, inhibitory control, self regulation and team work. We observed that this
became a conversation that the children would naturally have with others during the course of the day.

With our consistent and dedicated staff team lead by Gordon’s enthusiasm and all staff working collaboratively together,
reflecting, reviewing and fine tuning to develop quality programmes for the children in the centre.

This year we were invited by the DECD Early Years curriculum team to present at a state wide presentation on STEM,
Gordon was one of the three finalists in the DECD Public education Awards for Leadership, had various leaders and
educators from National and International sites come to our site to see how we document children’s learning and how we
set up learning environments. In addition we continued our work with the "Excellence" group for outstanding sites with
DECD.

Report from the Governing Council

It has been such a privilege to be involved with Governing Council this year. The SDK team have done such a wonderful
job creating a rich and diverse learning journey, covering everything from occupations to space and architecture just to
name a few. There has been a fantastic range of excursions - far more than | am aware of at any other kindy. It is obvious
how the SDK team take the learning part of play based learning seriously, and make sure there are opportunities for the
kids to engage with every day. Being on Governing Council has also given me greater insight into how the team integrate
concepts such as mindfulness and executive functioning into everyday kindy life, which all helps to make our children
happy, confident people ready to take the next step.

| would like to make a special acknowledgement to Gordon for being short-listed as a finalist in the Public Education
Awards. As the only finalist who was not from either a regional or significantly disadvantaged metro school, this was a
huge achievement, and of course, we all think he deserved to win. Congratulations also to all of the other team members
who were nominated, and all of the SDK staff for all of their hard work throughout the year, and for making our time at
SDK so enjoyable.

Two things have really stood out to me this year. The first is the wonderful sense of community that SDK has. The local
excursions, visits into the kindy from locals and parents, and the support from staff and local businesses for the pamper
night, and how this is all reflected in the community book. The second thing is the focus on art. As a non-art person, | was
blown away by the trips to the art gallery, the exploration of different types of art, and of course the culmination in the
fantastic art show.

Our introduction to kindy couldn’t have been any better, thank you so much to all of the team at SDK.
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Quality Improvement Planning

1.2.3 That all children access the curriculum and that every child’s cultural background and voice is heard and helps
influence the curriculum. Each Achievements:Data collection/Lit and Num indicators at the end of term has helped
capture all the children’s progress and interests/All staff reflected upon the progress and feels that they know each child
and their needs and interests/Data collection showing growth clearly of each child’s development and highlighting areas
that need to be addressed/ Circle of Documentation where each child’s and parent’s C.B/voice is heard and influences the
program.

2.1.1 All children to be involved in healthy food option programs and learning experiences. Achievements:Staff reflected
upon progress/Children and Parents creating beeswax lunch wrappers/Children are using Natural sustainable resources
first instead of plastic/ Parents involved with the healthy food programs/Reduce of plastic in children's lunch boxes/Natural
resources are embedded in the curriculum.

3.1.1 Create a more suitable bathroom facility for the children to access and use. Achievements:Children and Parents
being involved with the planning of the new area/Governing council, parents and staff decide to create a more open area
with extra facilities/New area completed and we received great feedback from the children, parents and community. A
huge reduction in children waiting to use the facility and more storage space for resources.

4.1 Educators reading early childhood articles/documents/photos from around Australia and around the world to enhance
their own teaching strategies/environmental set ups/involvement with communities/challenge own beliefs and
philosophies. Achievements- Use of the readings and article influencing the environmental set ups and learning
opportunities/The staff have taken ownership of the facebook page and it has created great opportunities to discuss and
challenge personal pedagogy and beliefs.

5.2.2 To create a culture that every child applies the executive function processes when problem solving and when in
conflict with others. Achievements: the big intro to executive functions and smart board apps have been successful and
the children are starting to display these attributes and discussing which level they are on/The parents are impressed with
their children as they are taking their learning’s home and discussing these processes/ It is also noticeable in their play
and when they problem solve/ children talking about their brain processes and executive functions on a daily basis.

6.3.4 All children being part of the strong relationships with the community and having the opportunity to be part of these
events. Achievements:data collected and reflected upon around which children accessed what excursions/Great response
of change of dates for term 2 to help make sure each child access a couple of events in the term/Great feedback from
families and children around the events and being able able to participate in them/Community events and excursions are
part of our programming and curriculum and enhance the children’s learning and dispositions.

7.1.3 To continue our culture of continuous improvement even with the extra number of children and increase of
documentation. Achievements:we are extremely surprised how efficient we are working and documenting children’s
learning/Really happy with the set-up of the environment and how its working with the large numbers/The work load hasn’t
affected our strive of doing better/reflection and reviewing of our documentation processes this year we have found our
processes to be manageable, purposeful and inform able.
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Enrolment
Enrolment by Term
Year Term1 Term?2 Term3 Term4
2015 67 67 67 67
2016 86 87 88 86
2017 87 87 87 87

NOTE: The data is based on person counts in the two week reference period each term. Excludes pre-entry.
Source: Preschool Data Collection, Data Management and Information Systems.

Enrolment Comment

As you can see form the above table that our enrolments have increased over the last three years due to high profile in the
community. We are currently have the highest number of enrolments in the hills area.

Attendance

Year Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
2015 Centre 99.9% 99.7% 99.9% 100.0%
2016 Centre 92.1% 96.1% 93.3% 95.7%
2017 Centre 99.2% 95.5% 94.9%

2015 State 92.4% 90.2% 87.8% 88.5%
2016 State 91.1% 89.6% 87.9% 87.9%
2017 State 90.6% 88.8% 86.7%

Based on attendances recorded in the two week reference period each term. Data for eligible enrolments as described in the DECD

Enrolment policy.
Attendance rates may differ to previous reporting with the transfer from calculations based on deemed attendance to actual attendance

using booked hours divided by attended hours.

Attendance Comment

As you can see from the above table, we had a good rate of attendance during the year. We would love 92% or above,
but due to our families going on family holidays during the data attendance weeks, our data is a bit below the 90%.
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Destination Schools

Feeder Schools (Site number - Name)
0107 - Crafers Primary School

0176 - Heathfield Primary School
0210 - Aldgate Primary School

0301 - Mylor Primary School

0316 - Norton Summit Primary School
0396 - Scott Creek Primary School
0413 - Stirling East Primary School
0448 - Upper Sturt Primary School
0636 - Bridgewater Primary School
0647 - Linden Park Primary School
8003 - Heritage College Inc

8007 - The Hills Christian Comm Sch -Verdun
8072 - St Peter's College

8374 - Pembroke School

9079 - St Catherine's School

Total

2015
37.9%
1.7%
0.0%
1.7%
0.0%
0.0%
29.3%
5.2%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%

24.1%

100%

2016 2017
25.7% 18.9%
6.8% 4.1%
0.0% 1.4%
0.0% 0.0%
1.4% 0.0%
1.4% 1.4%
31.1% 36.5%
1.4% 6.8%
1.4% 0.0%
1.4% 0.0%
0.0% 1.4%
1.4% 1.4%
0.0% 1.4%
1.4% 0.0%
27.0% 27.0%
100% 100%

NOTE: The data is based on person counts in the two week reference period each term. Excludes pre-entry.
Source: Preschool Data Collection, Data Management and Information Systems.

Destination Schools Comment

As you can see from the table above our site feeds into 15 schools (private and public). The majority go to Crafers
Primary, Stirling East Primary and St Catherine's School.
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Client Opinion Summary

Quality of Teaching and Learning- the responses sat between the Strongly Agree and Agree in all of the 9 statements, eg.
"Is there a response option higher than strongly agree? The quality of teaching and learning is excellent at SDK. Teachers
have a clear plan of teaching and learning expectations which cover a range of areas. They are experienced and are able
to flexibly deliver this curriculum in a child led manner. The range of opportunities and experiences available is fantastic.
They encourage deeper learning, questioning and problem solving as well as supporting linkages between different areas
of the curriculum."

Support of Learning- the responses sat between the Strongly Agree and Agree in all of the 9 statements, eg."My children
(twins) love going to kindy. They prefer it to every other day of the week (weekends included). The nuturing and
encouraging atmosphere at the kindy is superb. It is never ‘crazy' appear happy and enthusiastic to be there to learn.

Relationships and Communication- the responses sat between the Strongly Agree and Agree in all of the 9 statements.
eg."There are multiple communication channels available for parents - newsletter, email, facebook, parent teacher
interviews or informally in person. Staff know all of the children and can either directly answer my question or follow up
promptly with a more appropriate staff member. The kindy is welcoming of all persons of all needs equally".

Leadership and Decision Making-the responses sat between the Strongly Agree and Agree in all of the 9 statements eg
"SDK is incredibly well organised. The planning is done well in advance and communicated clearly to parents. This
includes curriculum as well as social planning.Parents have multiple opportunities to participate in these events. The kindy
is very open to feedback and have a culture of excellence which drives continuous improvement."

DECD Relevant History Screening

The process that we use at Stirling District Kindergarten to be compliant with the DECD Criminal History Screening Check
is that all staff, volunteers and student teachers are required to have a DSCI police check and copies are recorded on the
Eduportal system, police check spreadsheet on admin computer and documented in the Staff PDR folder. The teachers
are frequently checked when renewing their teacher’s registration All copies of the DSCI criminal History checks are kept
in a document folder in the office and are monitored by the Director around their expiry dates.

Financial Statement

Funding Source Amount
1 Grants: State $22,604.45
2 Grants: Commonwealth $71,934.47
3 Parent Contributions $108,113
4 Other $1,759.93
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Improved Outcomes Category
(where applicable to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2017 funding was used to improve the relevant DECD Standard of Educational
Achievement outcomes (where applicable):*

Outcomes achieved or progress towards these
outcomes:

Improved outcomes for numeracy and literacy

Improved ECD and Parenting Outcomes
(Children's Centres only)

Our site has used the 2017 funding to improve children's outcomes by attending sessions with Deb
Lasscock and Lisa Jane O'Connor, which links to the Mt Lofty Partnership Plan. In addition we have
developed and trialled the Numeracy Continuum that Professor Bob Perry developed in-conjuction
with the University of NSW. Plus we have used the funding to develop our understanding of the

Literacy and Numeracy indicators and develop proformas to capture children's progress in these
areas.

By Applying the continuum and the
development of the Lit. and Num. indicator
proformas, we have been able to see the
children's development as individuals and
as a cohort.

Improved outcomes for children with disabilities

This year we had no children needing Preschool support

N/A

Improved outcomes for children with additional
language or dialect

This year we had no children enrolled with additional language and dialect needs.

N/A

* The DECD Standard of Educational Achievement is defined as children and young people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level.
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